1845.] THE PLANTING OF NEW GLARUS. 357
labor, and food and clothing were then very cheap. Noth-
ing seemed, however, to be able to turn the main body from
their purpose. The summer heat by day, the torment of
myriads of mosquitoes by night, the crowded quarters,
and the inferior food, were not calculated to elevate their
spirits: but notwithstanding all this, their courage did not
give out. On the nineteenth there was another birth of a
boy, the third since leaving home.

On the twenty-third, the company of Swiss emigrants ar-
rived at St. Louis. Here they expected to meet their
pioneers, Streiff and Duerst, or at least to find the prom-
ised instructions from them: but neither the pioneers
nor letters from them, were at St. Louis. There was
nothing but a letter from Mr. Blumer, of Allentown, in
which he informed them that the pioneers were on the
search for land, somewhere in Illinois; but the letter was a
month old, and gave no definite information. On the other
hand. rumors circulated that the two pioneers had while
exploring lost their lives. In the midst of conflicting
stories of all kinds, the party and their leaders were in ex-
treme anxiety. Undecided which way to turn, they rented
two houses, in which they crowded for temporary shelter,
meeting daily for mutual counsel. Some of the party
earned a few dollars at odd jobs of work. The suspense
finally became unbearable, and on the twenty-fifth it was
determined that two of their number. Paulus Grob and
Mathias Duerst, should proceed to search for the pioneers.
They found a steamer ready to start for Peoria and other
points on the Illinois river, and took deck passage. but were
obliged on account of the intolerable plague of mosquitoes
to change to cabin accommodations before going far. They
arrived at Peoria on the night of the thirty-first, but found
no tidings. Following a chance hint in Blumer’s letter,
they proceeded to Peru, Illinois, seventy-five miles across
the country. The fare on the steamer was four dollars,
which was more money than they had, and they went
most of the way on foot.

They relate that immense tracts of prairie were still wild,
unenclosed, and open for entry and sale, and they



